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and outrageous conduct of the French in countries to
which they were supposed to have come as friends and
deliverers. The army of Soubise was more disorderly and
licentious than the army of Richelieu. Wherever it went
there was the same tale of extortion, plunder, and
violence; the doings of the French in Germany were
compared with the doings of the Cossacks in East Prussia.
Even the fact that troops of the Empire had fought side
by side with the soldiers of Soubise in no way diminished
the general satisfaction at Frederick's victory. The
German people were altogether opposed to the war with
Prussia. Feeling that they were not adequately re-
presented in the Diet, they were rather pleased than
otherwise at the discomfiture of its army. If it helped to
overthrow the old order of things in the Empire, so much
the better. A new and better structure might arise in its
place.
§ 4. Silesia Regained.
Of the remoter consequences of his victory, Frederick
thought very little. To him it was chiefly valuable be-
cause it set him at liberty to fight another battle in
Silesia. It was high time for him to be back there. The
Austrians had invaded the country in great force, and
but for the timidity of Prince Charles and
marches0for Daun, and their frequent disputes, Bevern
Austrian must ^ave ^are<^ even worse than he did. Eight
successes days after Rossbach, Frederick started from
there*	Leipzig with 14,000 picked men, but though he
made forced marches, a series of disasters occurred before
he could arrive on the scene. First, the important
fortress of Schweidnitz capitulated after a disgracefully
short siege, with a garrison of 6,000 men, and stores of
all kinds. Then Bevern was defeated in a great battle,
which opened the gates of Breslau to the Austrians.
Soon afterwards Liegnitz went too. News of these losses

